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Trent Latshaw recognized as
2018 |IADC Contractor of the Year

President of Latshaw
Drilling: Passion for
drilling industry began
at an early age and has

not wavered since

BY AMY ROSE, IADC DIRECTOR
OF EXTERMAL RELATIONS

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS YEARS OF
service Lo botl LADC wad the drilling indws-
try., Tremt Latshaw, President of Latshaw
Drilllnﬁ f‘.q:lrﬂpa:li:r. Wikd [.l:rl.'h-l.'l:l'lmi with the
2018 [ADC Contractor of the Year award
d.lll.'i:ll.l{ e TADC Annual General h‘]L'\L'I.iI:IB i
Wew Crrleans, La., in November.

The award, sponsored by Natbonal Odlwell
Yarco (MNOV), was established in 1988 1o
recognize individual deilling contractors and
their sutstanding lifetime achievements in
technical innovation, safety and cconomic
elliciency within the L]ri.|]i|1g i|:.|.]|.|x|r:f. It is
the only award in the industry reserved solely
for drilling contractors, and all recipients are
nominated and selected by 1ADC drilling
contractor mernbers.

“Trent Latshaw is truly ome of a kind in
the oilticld,” said Loren Singletary, NOW
Chiefl Tnvesior & ]|:|-:|.|.'|:a.|r5.I Relatians CHTicer,
in his intreductory remarks recognizing Mr
Latshaw with the award. "Wiith his belief in
his people, his principles and his country,
Trent continues to push Latshaw T"H1|||.|‘|g
Company to new levels, e serves as a men-
tor to many in the industry, as an adviser
o the Texas A%M Petroleum Engineering
Department and 15 an active and vocal mem-

ber of IADHC. He is always trying te work and
improve our i|:||.'|ue<lr:|-'. ';.:IIrIEI.'HlIJl.HI.ii:-Hh 1s nrie
of our own, one of the finest men Ive had the
I.ll{'il.‘hul'\l.' [ (43 Lil.]l il EriEIIIJ.‘

Mr Latshaw began his carcer in 1975 after
Bluﬂu:ﬂms from Texas A&M University with
a bachelors degres in petroleum engineering,
He first went 1o work for Parker Drilling
in Alaska as a roughneck, motorman, der-
rlckman and rellef driller, both on land and
alffshore He then workad for ARCO Alaska
as drilling cngincer in its offshore district,
|.'||w'ri||1'_ the Gull of Alaska and Cook [nlet.

In 1982, at the age of 27, Mr Latshaw
founded Latshaw Drilling Company, building
tavn new 200000 to 250001 diesel electric!
SCER land rigs.

“I've been in the industry for 45 years
now.., Mast 18-year-olds don't have a clie
as o what lhc:f want o do with their lives,
I don't know why I was different, but at 19
years old, T decided thai 1 wanted 1o own a
drilling company, and everything 1 did from
that poinl o was Wl.ll‘k.ilil{ toward that” Mr
Latshaw said,

During the downturn of the mid-"8s to
the early 20005, he shifted gears and began
acquiring repossessed drilling rigs and equip-
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Trent Latshaw was only 1% when he decided
that he wanted to own a drilling company.
By age 27, he had founded Latshaw Drilling
Companty.

ment from financial institwtions and at ae-
tons. Between 1986 and 1992, he l:ﬂl;laJﬂ
10 complete drilling rigs and other major
components that had a new replacement cost
o ower 8100 million for just 35 million, In
1996-19%97, he acguired oilficld cquipment
manulfacturers ."f!a.ll'ley-l.eland [wireline
units) and Cooper Manufacturing {well-
servicing rigs), bath now part of MO

Mr Latshaw began operating Tigs agin in
2003, starting with a 1L000-hp mechanical
rig. In 2005, he started building new diesel-
clectric'SCE, rigs. By 2012, he had built the
company o inchade 17 li=8 The accjuisilion il
Keen Energy Services in October of that year
mare than doubled the size of the CONny.

Orver A nine-year period from 2003 to
2012, the company grew from ore rig, and
23 employees to 41 rigs and more than
1,000 employees. Latshaw Drilling s now
the second-largest privately owned drilling
cantractor in the U5,
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TOP: Trent Latshaw (second  fram left)
accepted his IADC Contractor of the Year
award at the 208 JADC Annual Ceneral
Meeting in New Orleans, From kit are Loren
Simgletary, MOV Chief Investor & Ingustry
Reslatione Ot Mr Latshaw: 1ADC Prasident
Jason Mcrariand; and Sill Crabbe, HOW Chiet
Haalth, Sately and Enviranment Oicer,

BOTTOM: Trent Latshaw speaks at the 2015
ANC annual General Meating in San Antonio,
Texas,

“Even though I'm the one who had this
-:|.n:':|1r| iLI1I.| Visio I'|1r ||1E l\.'l"'l'l'ul"ilﬁ:r. |...'|l|'_'r\t‘
is no way 1 could have done all of this by
mysell;” Mr Latshaw said. "I have many
good people in my company who have
helped me to achieve this dream and vision
| had. Even though this is an individual
award, 1 would like to accept it on behalf
of all the good peaple in our company who
work so hard and have allowed us to get
where we are,

“We really are nothing but a small repre-
sentative group ol this great industry that
we have, and there are many great men and
winnan oul there who are dedng the same
thing that we are. I'm glad wo say that the
[ADC represents o good portion of those
companics and those people”

Mr Latshaw L.||'ru:|I1:.' serves on the [ADC
Morth America Onshore Advisory Panel and
the IADC Executive Commiltee. He s also
# former Chairman of the 1ADC Houston
Chapler. He serves on the Board of Directors
of the Tulsa Air and Space Museum,

“Trents decades of experience, combined
with his p:ls'\.inll for the i|:|:||,|'\.lr:.- and the
work that IADC Is dolng, s a valuable assct
i the sssociation)” LA Presicdent Jason
McFarland said. “Its the commitment of
]'-:'|||_l|:' like ‘Trent that has allowed 1ADC 1o
continue sur mission of serving as an advo-
cate for the worldwide drlling industry. This
.I.'.‘u'a\'.l'(l i5 a 'h'\e‘l. -:|e't.e'r'.1e'|i T!!I.'I'Iz’ll'lihl'\ll'l (Ir a
carcer that has weathered the ups and downs
-::-f oar i'!H]IJ!-Jr:\:', i|1||] sl I'\l|1|:|' HIIT'r'i".'EI.I I:IIH
thrived”

In accepling his award, Mr Latshaw said:
“To say I'm honored to receive this is an
understatement. We have an industey full of
very qualitied candidates for this award, so
it makes it even more impostant o me that
I've beem selected tor this, Ome of the things 1
tell my guys s that, number one, the oll and
s industry is the most important incustry
in the world, bar none. Forget Apple, forget
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all these ather I|1’.|15\.. '.':H':.-' wonldn't exist il i
werent for us, Sccondly, if vou break down
nur i.'|-:i|:|-‘lr:.' imiliy segmenls, drillers are like
the Marines. We are the first to hit the beach,
and once that beach has been secured, every-
nne else comes in behind us, If it weren't for

us ol there -::.ri:|i||1: these wells, o gel this wil
to the surface, everything else docsn't count
Char i|'.|'||.|a.|r:.- is important to this nation's
coonomy, and obviously I'm proud to be a
part of this industry and proud to be a part
of [ATICT e

“At 19 years old, I decided that I wanted to own
a drilling company, and everything I did from

that point on was working toward that.”

- TREMT LATSHAW, 2018 |IADC COMTRACTOR OF THE YEAR
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