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DRILLING ’84

55 Drilling innovations continue despite lean times
by Tom Muhleman and Paul Dempsey

Here’s a look at two new-generation semis, two new riser components, a
novel sidewall coring tool, the latest in tubulars, computers and more

DEPARTMENTS 60 Buckled casing: Three ways to avoid it

143 New equipment it oee . :
154 New literature Keep the hole in gauge, remove compression in the pipe and get a good cement
156 People in industry job. Any one of the three will help, all three will eliminate most problems :

i g;ig;f’; e 64 What you should know about OCTG inspections

163 Professional directory by T. H. Hill
164 Advertisers’ index Consistent gauging of API casing is essential for maintaining safe pipe strings.
Problem is, gauges, procedures, specs all differ. Here’s why

ABOUT THE COVER: This 69 Controlling and capping a Louisiana gas well blowout

month’s cover, highlighting our : It took 35 days of fire fighting and 56 days of snubbing operations to harness
annual special report on drill- the raging gas flow and fire from a wild well near Lafayette, La.

ing, shows driller Billy Rey- . 1

nolds hard at work on Latshaw 75 Industry restructuring complicates tubular outlook

Drilling Co.’s Rig No. 2. Operat- by Charles A. Perkins, Jr.

ing in Bee County, Texas, the : o

25,000-ft diesel-electric SCR Basic and unprecedented shifts in usage and sources of supply mean unstable
unit was on a 17,000-ft hole for prices and uncertain inventory availability are ahead for domestic producers

Arco. The excellent photo was
taken by Trent Latshaw, presi-
dent of Latshaw Drilling.
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